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For the Love of Food:
Keeping it Fresh

In the Kitchen:
Timing is Everything

Haute Spot:
Secret Burger
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Making a Difference

fa Making a Difference

Back to Nature
Safe and Sound

By Stephanie Farte

Wheen Rob lernen, 42 took his frst trip o Las Wegas 1o oslebrate his
18zh binthday mock climbing with friends in Red Rock. he couldn
hawe imagined that decades later he would be the driving force
beehind keepang rock clmbers in Las Vegas sale from potential life-
aMering o ending accadents. A lew years ago, when a frend 100k &
fall, ard a peece of old gear beoke, lenen decided 10 take acton,

B Sarramerlin esadent sinde 1999, and a climber of 25 years, Jensen’s
accomplshments n climbsng are on-par with some of the spoet’s
elite athletes. The wkilli that rmake him a great athlete—fooun, plan-
ning, and training—have brougit him swooess in business.

Jemsen i4 the founder and president of Rob Jersen Compary. a fierm
specializng in kowry real 515108 DIOBeTses 0 guard Gated CoMmiT-
nities like The Ridges and Red Rock Country Club. A few years ago,
wihen chmbing in Red Rock and a few local limesione clilfs, he
noticed that fized gear like aluminum carabineers was worm
through. Chuickdeass. with old weblbing keft on rovies were becom-
ing laded. Then carme his freends fall, and lensen decided 10 make
change happen, “Chmibing gear lechnology was smpioving. and i
seermid like it was kong overdue 10 replace outdated gear,” he says.

There's no goveming body or agency managing clenbing gear n
Red Rock Local dienbers place #, and thaugh volunbeer organza-
TG Ty 10 address ssues ke Thes. Las Vegas has mone cimisng than
maast argas in the United States. 1t i a kot to manage. And expenmsive.

W s bemer 1o addeess this maoe of obd fix gear before it gets more
pecpke hurt or killked,” explaing Jensen, who & & sponsor of Save Aed
Rock, and a member of the Southern Mevada Clirmbers Coalition
and The Acoess Fund, “This will also lead o the dosure of climbang
aress. Something needed o be done.”

hensen worked with industry organizations, o get input on the best
technology. He identified and hinsd a team of experienced clmbsers
1 tackle the ot and began with an nitial investment of 510,000 for
g Labor.

Toatay, the effort Rob funds to make Red Rock and nearby lmestone
ares e continues. Mone than 1,000 bolty have been eplsced, snd
a5 thelLas Vegas cimbing popiulation eaplodes with Newomers. this
is good news. “There are mose routes and ocatbons on the list that
are sbacdutely in need of new hardeare. Hopetully, we can begin
sre Of Thiode projects lates This Suefmmes,” Syt ensen,

“Thee ouldoors cormes with & Eir smownt of risk” he Says. “You need
o e a pood steward of the land —treading lighithy and stayng on 2
trail, keeping your dog on 2 keash and picking up after it, and besng
respectiul o others. Everyone needi to play thes pan 16 efure
that we continue 10 have 2 good teme oul thene.”

funad i Rob's case. That meeans Taking acton to keep people safe &




