uess what I did last
week. | learned to tie a
cherry stem in a knot with my
tongue,” brags 16-year-old Chris Lindner.

QLB-FASHIUN ED CLONING

A former Olympic team gymnast and mach Sﬂ-year-nld
Tom Lmdner has redpmnted--S 13c and is no stranger tn |

“What do you think is more impressive?” I ask,

degree in Engmﬁermg whlle raismg three chil-
drEn working full-time and climbing every
weekend. Alnng the way, she managed
to climb 5.13a. In spite of his parents’
resumes, Chris claims he has no spe-
cial, athletic talent: “I only. climb well
because I've been climbing for so long.”

: - “that or having redpointed a 5.14c?” b . &

Mulling this over for a few seconds he replies, “Well,
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_ Chrls took his first step into the ilmellght at age four,
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Chris has accomplished more in his climbing
career than his parents had ever anticipated.
In two years, when Chris packs his surfboard
and bags for college, will he bring his climb-
ing shoes? As always, Tom has a very strong
opinion: “Continuing climbing is like con-
tinuing living. You either live or you die.”
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Last winter, Chris refused to spend another season with his parents climbing at The Gallery in Red

W ™SsRocks, Nevada — he could already redpoint every route in his approach shoes. A compromise

| “ﬂnfﬂldeﬁ.ln __exchange for driving him to climb at Mt. Potosi, Nevada, each weekend, Chris would

give two solid attempts on the Annihilator, a 5.14c project. “Part of the deal was he would submit
to me pushing him,” says Tom. “l don’t remember that part,” counters Chris. M Chris struggled
with the route for two months, unable to find the necessary mental stamina. What Chris called
mental fatigue, Tom interpreted as the lazies. “There were some serious shouting matches,” says Tom.
“I would be encouraging him, strongly, to do extra linkage.” What Tom called encouragement,
Chris interpreted asi#fesce. “Sometimes | would just let go,” says Chris. “l would do it to piss him off.”
B When Chris finally filished"the route, everyone breathed a sigh of relief. “If he had quit, we
might have a weaker rélationship,” says Tom. And Chris, who in one breath claims that climbing with
his parents is miserable, respectfully admits, “l owe that one all to Tom. | would have;given up long

before that.”




