’

w,.._..,..m m,. ..

o

career,

tt

Tr

sensus 5 14b

_now con
me

at le

9

ne

of focusi
in

u

;_

ou
ho

._-f-
SCi

on

back

i

g lef

imi

er,
port c
oti

ds trying |

1

bolte
s also ab

e re

an
s
ti

iS

Trﬂff

says
echelon of s

tor. H

ot
ario, ths
ard, but

nt
h

a
o
ng
.

inspirat
he u

F
o
|

Head
the uppe

DH, 1’
a men
ng local k

wa

is routes

on goes a long

.
i

at
er, Trotter i

inspir

ecl

“because
past Septe

I

ates s

[
ips

he cl

| ggﬂ;n.'

red

-

nspi
ear

., he redp

pst S.Hc’.’ N
h, B.C

: fi.

its

mb

-
3q

ving Canad

is
i

Th
g

lines

nkup of several

i
€

anyon

amis

home of

ng

i

call

f

heakamus C
the route

what e

74

ise

r

Superma




After taking up climbing at age 17, Trotter spent just two long,
Canadian winters daydreaming about American climbing hot
spots before he quit hockey, sold his snowboard and headed for
Rifle, Colorado, with girlfriend Lisa Dumper. “I was like, ‘Where
is Tommy Caldwell? | was waiting to see all these famous people,”
he laughs. It was Trotter, however, who made the stir. B As Trot-
ter watched Dumper, who was barely climbing 5.10 when she
arrived at Rifle, throw herself at much harder climbs — she red-
pointed a 5.13a by the end of the summer trip — he began to won-
der whether he wasn’t aiming too low with his own project, Fluff
Boy (5.13¢). “[Lisa] opened my eyes,” says Trotter, who admits he
had a tendency to try routes well within his abilities. “I started try-
ing hard.” By the time he left Rifle, Trotter redpointed two 5.13ds,
Simply Read and Soup Nazi, and Yellow Card, Zulu and
Don’t Trust Whitey, all 5.14a. Oh yes, he sent Fluff Boy, too.

faster than a speeding bullet

Thanks to a lightning-fast style, Trotter hardly knows what
“project” means. Eleven months after his initiation into climb-
ing in a gym, he stood upon the winner's podium at the Canadian
Junior Nationals, already having redpointed 5.13a — on his sec-
ond try. At Rifle, in a feat of stunning endurance, he onsighted
The 8th Day (5.13a), hanging all 23 quickdraws in the process. And
his first 5.14a, Yellow Card, took him just four tries. In fact, only
three routes have made Trotter tie in more than 10 times: 21
attempts on Bionic Spaceboy (5.13d), at Old Baldy; 16 on The
Crew (5.14b), at Rifle; and 16 on Down System (5.144a), at Squamish.
The former competitive gymnast admits these routes meant the
most, “I have fun when | try hard. That’s what motivates me.”

the talisman |

“It’s like Tinkerbell's pixy dust or Popeye’s spinach,” says Trotter,
explaining a certain blue quickdraw he carries on his harness.
Given to his girifriend when they first began dating, the ‘draw
became the center of a ritual — the couple exchange it when-
ever they separate. At Mt. Charleston last summer, when the
draw vanished, Trotter’s stream of good climbing came to a halt.
H Four frustrating days later, when he organized his car to move
on to Utah, Trotter found the quickdraw amid the mess of clothes
and gear. Clipping it to his harness for one final day of climbing,
Trotter made his way to the crag, where he flashed Urban Decay
(5.12c) as a warm-up, repeated Closing Down (5.14a) and red-
pointed Facile, the route’s 5.14b extension. “I was so in the zone,”
he recalls. Next, he redpointed Screaming Target (5.13¢) and its
_extension Direct Hit (5.1 4a). “The draw gives me an extra boost
 because | know someone behind it loves me,” says Trotter. He
- finished the day with Run for the Border (5.13b).

i

superblunder | superhero

“I made the biggest mistake a sport climber could make,” recalls
Trotter, describing the dreary winter day in 2000 that the rope hold-
ing his climbing partner, Steve Townsend, slipped through his
hands and the GriGri, leaving Townsend airborne for over 50
feet. “I caused him a potential death fall,” says Trotter. B Instinc-
tively, Trotter judged Townsend’s landing and dove beneath his
partner, breaking his fall and saving his life. Miraculously, nei-
ther climber was seriously injured. In the following months,
safety-concious Trotter became a sought-after spotter in
Fontainebleau. “If he can break a fall from 50 feet...” joked his friends.

home again, home again

“Climbing is about choosing your own direction and fate,” says
Trotter. So, in spite of frigid Canadian winters, a dollar that plum-
mets in value across the border, life out of a 1984 Chevy Van and
a job as line cook, Trotter chooses to continue living in Squamish.
“l just want to give back to Canada,” he says. Trotter sees his life
changing one day — a gifted artist, he intends to eventually study
art or film. But not before freeing the Grand Wall in Squamish and
ticking Peter Croft's unrepeated Ontario roof crack, The Monu-
ment (5.12d). Who knows? He might even leap a tall building in
a single bound (in Winnipeg or Québec, of course). A

Goob Lorp! CANADIANS KNOW HOW TO PLACE
GEAR, T007 TROTTER THE TRADSTER ON THE CITY OF
Rocks’ Crack of Doom.



