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climbers

became

CLIMBING WAS A GENTLEMAN'S GAME UNTIL
1799, when one Miss Parminter—who left
no first name in the registry—became the
first woman to summit the Le Buet peak in
the Mont Blanc Mountains in France. Today
you're as likely to see just as many women
as men “flashing” (summiting on the first
try) a big wall. According to the Outdoor
Industry Association, 3.1 million people
tried the sport of climbing last year, and more
than one third of all climbers nationwide
are women. They're winning competitions,
setting records and making first ascents —
and we are not talking about first female
ascents —of dangerous, high peaks in
Patagonia and elsewhere. “There are so many
women climbing these days that nobody
notices if you're a good woman climber,”
says top talent Tiffany Levine-Campbell.

“They only notice if you’re good, period.”
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T Ageso
[ Homes: Las Vegas and Los Angeles
Originally From: Hermosa Beach,
Calif.

Rock Résumé: She won the Phoenix
Bouldering Contest in her first

year as a climber and is the only
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woman to summit some of the
most difficult routes in Arizo-
na’s Virgin River Gorge.

Glimbing Start: Levine-Campbell
was finishing a master’s degree
in nuclear science at the Univer-
sity of Missouri when she was
invited to join a climbing trip.
Hooked, she moved to Colorado
to devote herself to the sport.
Ten years later, “I’m still plan-
ning to finish my thesis. Really.”
What Keeps Her Climbing: “The sport

says. “It makes good use of my
academic training, since it’s all about
mechanics, vectors and physics.”

Proof of Her Obsession: In urban areas she’s
clambered up the sides of buildings,
speeding away from cops afterward.
What’s Next: Adventure racing and big-
wall climbing in Yosemite. What about
her thesis? “It’s a good thing the prin-
ciples of physics won't change much
in 10 years,” she says, “or possibly 11, or
maybe 12.”
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is such a physical puzzle,” she
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Age: 35
Home: Las Vegas

Originally From: Ramsey, N_J.

Rock Résumé: Forte is the first
woman to ascend the Chollos boul-
der “problem” (climb) in California
and the 5.13¢ Ghetto Boys in Las
Vegas. She also climbed the
5.13d Soul Train in Las Vegas.
Climbing Start: As a 23-year-old
working in Manhattan, Forte
attended the funeral of a high
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school friend, where she met
‘hey told
me how beautiful it was. I thought, Life
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attendees from Aspen, Colo.

is short—what am I doing in New York?”
What Keeps Her Climbing: “The need to push
through my fears,” she says. “You go a lit-
tle harder, a little faster, and you start to
feel more capable and stronger. That’s so
4 liberating. It’s also really addictive.”
. f@:&- What's Next: “Redpointing” a 5.14 (lead-
i ing an extremely difficult route with-
out using ropes). “It’s the whole point
of sport climbing,” she says.

Age: 37
Home: Salt Lake Clity
' Originally From: Des Moines
Rock Résumé: A rop-crack climber (inching up tiny slits in the rock, using

fingertips and grit), Gnade is the first person to ascend the extremely tech-
nical Ruby’s Café in Utah’s Canyonlands and one of the few climbers to
scale Colorado’s overhanging Sphinx Crack.

Climbing Start: At Northern Arizona University, Gnade signed up for rock
climbing at the urging of a dormmate, who later dropped the class. Not
Gnade: “The climbing bug bit me with a vengeance.”

What Keeps Her Climbing: “I love the creative problem solving. Each climb becomes its
own challenge. That translates nicely into nonclimbing life.”

Scariest High-Altitude Moment: On belay with her husband, Steve Petro, in the red-rock
country of southern Utah, their “camming” devices (climber anchors) “exploded
out of the soft rock, raining down cantaloupe-sized blocks of stone.”

What's Next: Fontainebleau, a climber’s mecca near Paris, in search of “good rock and
good food. What more do you need in a getaway?” *
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